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sued by " backsliders" and others, checked the flow of
annual subscriptions.

It was very generally believed, as the Salvation Army
itself expressed the matter, that "part of the money has
been expended on his (William Booth's) personal aggrand-
isement or advantage, and that, in particular, money con-
tributed for the Darkest England Fund has been used to
defray the cost of demonstrations at home or in the
Colonies/' Further, there was doubt as to " the accuracy
and completeness of the published Accounts and Balance-
Sheets." And finally, there was question " as to whether
the whole of the Darkest England Fund has been expended
upon the objects of the scheme ... as distinguished from
the ordinary operations of the Salvation Army."

In order " to satisfy all sincere persons, and in the hope
of removing these doubts and of correcting misrepresenta-
tions, General Booth has invited an examination by a Com-
mittee of Inquiry on the points referred to."

This Committee, of which Sir I.....lenry James (afterwards

Lord James of Hereford) was chairman, consisted of Lord
Onslow, Mr. Sydney Buxton> M.P. (who resigned on ac-
count of a domestic 'bereavement), Mr. Walter Long, Mr,
Edwin Waterhouse, President of the Institute of Charterecl
Accountants, and Mr. C Hobhouse, M.P., who acted as
Hon. Secretary of the Committee. Eighteen meetings of
the Committee were held, twenty-nine witnesses were ex-
amined, and the Committee " received the fullest assistance
from and the complete co-operation of the Officers of the
Salvation Army." Further, we are told in the Report,
" The Committee have afforded full opportunity to those
who have preferred charges against, or have adversely
criticised, the administration of the Darkest England'
funds and institutions, to appear and give evidence before
the Committee."

The matters investigated were summarized by the Com-
mittee in the following form:

i. Have the moneys collected by means of the Appeal made
to the public in In Darkest England and the Way Out been
devoted to ihe objects and expended in the methods set out in
that Appeal, and to and in no other?